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Chakmas peeved at ‘Bengalee’ tag

CHAKMA, Dushai, Tripuri and Garo tribes
have been ;éemsﬁe{i as “Bengalees” in
an amendment to the Constitution
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PIFTEEN Chakma civil soci-
ety organisations submitted
@ joint est letter” to the
visiting et Hill Fracts

Affairs Minister o

Dipanicr Toliclar  Kaemale
Nagax, headgoartexs of Chak-
ma Autonomous Bistrict
Couneil (CADCH inSouth Mi-
zoram, in protest against
branding the community as
“Bengaless” in the
armemled Constitation oi' thai

untry.
'I’Iw Chakmas from Miza-
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ganisations expressed the
angst of the Indian Chakmag
st the destruction of
identity of the Chakmas i
Bam;lazesh as 4 ponseguence
to the 15th amendment to the
Couostitution of Bangladesh
passed un june 30 this year
which has identified the Chak-
mas and other indigenous
peaple including Lushm
Tripur, Garoas“B
Demandiog & wrilten as-
surance from the Bangladesh
wninister after bis return to the
co;:huy, the organisations
ur him to impress upon
the Shiekh Hasina gnvapf::
roent to the Chak-
mas and other ethnic com-
munities as pec-

ple” in the Constitution of
Ba

The Chakmas also de-
munded the minister’s pex-
sonal interveniion for speedy
and full implementation of
the Chittagong Hill Tracts
{CHT} Peace Accord of 1997
signed beoween the Governe
ment of Bangiadesh and the
indigenous peaple of CHT.

They maintained that im-
plementation of the Accord
would help restore peace and
bring d:?eiopment to the
“most neglected” region.

The 15 organisations who
signed the memorandum to
Dipankar Talukdar, the
Bangladesh minister, are -
Mizotam Chakma Develop-

of Bangladesh
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ment Forurn, Trpurs Chak-
ma Students Association,
Armachal Pradesh Chakma
Students’ Union, MAADIE,
Meghalaya Chakma Stu-
dents” Union, Guwahati
Chakma Studenis’ Unian,
Barak Valley Chakma Siu-
dents’ Association, The Chak-
ma Voice, Mumbai Chakma
Assoclation, Dibrugarh Chak-
ma Students’ Union, Mizg-

ramy  Chakma Studenis’
Union, the Central Young
Chakma Asspciatinn, Mizo-
ram Chakma Socisl Forum,
Mizoram Buddhist Associa-
tion and Chakma Mahila
Samiti.

‘Talukdar was in Mizoram
ay part of his official visit to
India from December 7 to
strengthen irade refations be-
tween the fwo countries,




