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 Has the Chakmas’ population in Mizoram really 
increased ‘abnormally’? 

- Myths and reality  

I. Introduction 
 
The Chakmas are the second largest ethnic 
community in Mizoram state in North East In-
dia. At Census 2001, they constituted 8% of the 
total population. The Chakma Autonomous 
District Council (CADC) was constituted under 
the Sixth Schedule to the Constitution of India 
in 1972 in Lawngtlai district in southern part of 
Mizoram. Chakmas also live in two more dis-
tricts—Lunglei and Mamit, which are outside 
the jurisdiction of the CADC. 
 
The tragedy is that the Chakmas who fought 
against the Mughals to retain their territorial 
independence and to keep the CHT a part of 
India at the time of India’s independence in 

1947, are being asked to prove their Indian-ness from 
time to time.  
 
The allegation is that the population of the Chakmas 
have risen abnormally in Mizoram due to infiltration 
from Bangladesh. However, any allegation must be 
backed with authenticated data. Any defence also must 
be backed with authenticated data. 
 
This short report is a comprehensive study to find out 
the truth. 
  
2. About Chakmas 
in Mizoram 
 
The total population of 
Chakmas in Mizoram 
was 71,283 at Census 
2001 which is 8 per 
cent of Mizoram’s to-
t a l  p o p u l a t i o n 
(888,573). Out of 
Mizoram’s eight dis-
tricts they live in three 
districts only, viz. 
Lawngtlai, Lunglei 
and Mamit. (See Map, 
right) 
 
The Chakmas are a distinct ethnic community with 
unique culture, traditions, folklore, traditional attire, 
songs and dances, festivals of their own. They speak a 
language called Chakma, and have their own script 
(called Arog) to write the language. 
 
The Chakmas are Buddhist. Importantly, Chakmas are 
one of the three ethnic minority communities having 
their own Autonomous District Councils in southern 
Mizoram (the other two being Lai and Mara). 
 
The Chakma Autonomous District Council (CADC) was 
created on 29th April 1972 when Mizoram was being up-
graded into a Union Territory from a district in Assam. 
On 20 February 1987 the Mizoram state was born. 
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This article by MCDF Research Group 
examines, for the first time, the validity 
of the allegation that Chakma popula-
tion has increased abnormally in 
Mizoram. This article presents a critical 
analysis of official statistics and data. As 
this article establishes, there is no ab-
normal growth of Chakma population in 
the state. 

The allegation is that the population 
of the Chakmas have risen abnor-
mally in Mizoram due to infiltration 
from Bangladesh. However, any alle-
gation must be backed with authenti-
cated data. Any defence also must 
be backed with authenticated data. 
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3. Chakmas’ population: Myth versus the 
truth 
 
The “myth” is that the Chakma population in 
Mizoram has increased disproportionately or 
abnormally in the last a few years due to 
mainly—the allegation goes—illegal infiltration 
from Bangladesh. However, official figures/
data do not at all back this claim, as succinctly 
pointed out below. 
 
Before we analyse the thing, it must be men-
tioned that population of every species in-
creases over the years. Here, the real attention 
should be given to whether there has been an 
“unnatural”/ abnormal increase in Chakmas’ 
population. 
 
A. District wise analysis of population 
growth 
 
Below in Table 1 is the extract from “Census of 
India 2011– Provisional Population Totals—
Mizoram, given at Page 30. An analysis of the 

data presented at Table 1 shows that there is nothing 
“abnormal” in the growth rate of Chakmas in three 
Chakma inhabited districts namely Lawngtlai, Lunglei 
and Mamit between 1971 to 2011. In fact, the percentage 
of decadal growth of population in these three districts 
has gradually decreased as explained below. 
 
i. Lawngtlai district 
 
Lawngtlai district is inhabited by Chakma, Lai, Mizo and 
smaller communities like Bawm and Brus. The Chakma 
ADC and Lai ADC are situated in this district. While the 
CADC is Chakma majority, LADC is Lai majority.  
 
The percentage of decadal growth has consistently fallen 
from 50.77 in 1971-81 to 46.68 in 1981-91 to 34.87 in 
1991-2001 to 34.08 in 2001-11. Further, the increase in 
population in Lawngtlai district between 1991-2001 and 
2001-2011 is almost the same. and nothing abnormal. 
Hence, the population growth in Lawngtlai district is not 
unrealistic.  
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Table 1: Percentage of decadal variation in population (district wise): 1901-2011 
(Source: Census of India 2011 – Provisional Population Totals - Mizoram, Page 30) 
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ii. Lunglei district: 
 
The Buddhist (Chakma) population in this dis-
trict is 22429. The majority are the Mizos. 
 
The percentage of decadal growth has consis-
tently fallen from 43.22 in 1971-81 to 28.79 in 
1981-91 to 23.16 in 1991-2001 to 12.29 in 2001-
11. Hence, the question of abnormal growth of 
Chakmas in this district does not arise. 
 
 
iii. Mamit district 
 
The Buddhist (Chakma) population in this dis-
trict is 8579 which constitute 13.66% of the to-
tal population. The majority are the Mizos. 
 
The percentage of decadal growth has sharply 
fallen from 72.40 in 1971-81 to 23.57 in 1981-91 
to –2.77 in 1991-2001. This is the only district 
in Mizoram having seen a negative decadal 
growth. 
 
In 2001-2011, the percentage of population 
growth increased to 36.59 due to the repatria-
tion of thousands of Brus from the relief camps 
in Tripura under the supervision of the Minis-
try of Home Affairs. 
 
Population growth in Serchip district 
 
While all the three Chakma inhabited districts 
namely Mamit, Lunglei and Lawngtlai recorded 
constant decease in percentage of decadal 
growth of population, a proper study of the per-
centage of decadal variation in population 
(Table 1) in Mizo inhabited SERCHIP district 
throws interesting light. 
 
The percentage of decadal variation in popula-
tion in SERCHIP district shows a sharp in-
crease from 9.95 in 1971-81 to 22.27 in 1981-91. 
Even the decadal growth increased from 17.82% 
in 1991-2001 to 19.12% in 2001-2011 while in 
all other districts, the decadal growth rate in-
creased. 
 
 
B. Block wise analysis of population 
growth 
 
Table 2 provides the block-wise population 
growth in Mizoram. It is taken from the official 
report “Statistical Abstract of Mizoram - 2009” 

released by the Department of Economics & Statistics, gov-
ernment of Mizoram, Aizawl. 
 
Out of total 22 Rural Development Blocks, Chakmas vil-
lages are situated only in 5 RD blocks namely Zawlnuam, 
West Phaileng, Bunghmun, Lungsen, and Chawngte.  
  
Now, from Table 2 let us take these five Chakma inhab-
ited RD Blocks (including Mizos and other non-Chakma 
population) and see the variation in population from 1981 
to 2001. 

 
Except Chawngte Block, none of the rest four Blocks have 
witnessed more than 45% growth rate. Chawngte (or Ka-
mala Nagar) is the headquarters of Chakma Autonomous 
District Council and Chakmas from other districts of 
Mizoram continuously migrate to Chawngte for jobs/ in-
come. Secondly, considering the 164% population growth 
in Tlangnuam Block, 112% in Tuipang, 111% in Lawngtlai  
(see below), Chawngte’s population growth rate is compa-
rably far lesser. 
 
Population growth rate in some non-Chakma inhabited 
Blocks are given below. The abnormal rate of population 
growth is for anyone to see. 
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Name of 
Block 

Population 
in 1981 

Population 
in 2001 

% of in-
crease 

Zawlnuam 24,444 27,693 13.29 
West 
Phaileng 

16,838 21,177 25.76 

Bunghmun 12,239 15,821 29.26 
Lungsen 21,127 30,648 45.06 
Chawngte 16,983 34,529 103.31 

Name of 
Block 

Population 
in 1981 

Population 
in 2001 

% of in-
crease 

Tlangnuam 93,769 2,47,703 164.16 
Khawzawl 35,807 65,779 83.7 
Lunglei 34,530 66,111 91.45 
Lawngtlai 18,517 39,091 111.1 
Tuipang 22,143 47,084 112.6 
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Table 2: Block-wise population of Mizoram 
 
(Source: “Statistical Abstract of Mizoram - 2009”, released by Department of Econom-
ics & Statistics, government of Mizoram, Aizawl, http://desmizo.nic.in/file/
statAbstact2009.pdf , Page 12) 

 




