
On 5 April 2010,  the Indo-Bangladesh Border Fencing 
Affected Families Resettlement Demand Committee 
headed by Member of Legislative Assembly (MLA) 
Nirupam Chakma called an “indefinite” bandh (strike) 
in the affected border villages in Lunglei district de-
manding swift compensation and rehabilitation for the 
victims. Along the Mizoram-Bangladesh border,   
nearly 36,000 Chakmas in 49 villages (i.e. half of 
Mizoram’s Chakma population) will be displaced by 
the ongoing construction of the barbed wire border 
fence.  

A queer situation has besieged the fencing victims. 
While they are yet to come to terms with the new secu-
rity structure, they are also spending sleepless nights, 
totally unsure of their future.  

Lackluster attitude 

The uncertain future of the 
victims emerges from the 
lackluster attitude of the 
Mizoram state government 
as well as the Centre. While 
the Mizoram’s home depart-
ment stated in July 2008 
that it did not recognize the 
fenced out victims as dis-
placed, the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (Border Manage-
ment) in its RTI reply dated 
16 December 2009 clarified 
that “Neither this Ministry 
has prepared any plan for 
rehabilitation nor any pro-
posal has been received in this Ministry from Govt. of 
Mizoram” to rehabilitate the fencing victims. Chakmas 
have had to resort to protests to get the basic due, i.e. 
compensation. 

The reasons are not difficult to find. Despite being the 
largest minority community (they constitute over 8% 
of Mizoram’s total population), the successive govern-
ments in Mizoram have ignored them, neglected them 
and deprived them. By and large the Chakmas are still 
viewed as “outsiders” although they have their own 
Autonomous District Council established in 1972 un-
der the 6th Schedule of the Indian Constitution in 
southern Mizoram. The Chakmas by themselves are 
too weak to make the state government realize its obli-
gations. And, for the administrators and policy makers 
in New Delhi there seems to be issues more important 
than the survival of a critically endangered, micro-
scopic, harmless tribal community in far away hinter-
land called the Mizoram borders with Bangladesh. 

Don’t Chakmas need security, better life? 

The fundamental question is don’t the Chakmas and Mizos 
too need security like any other citizens of this country? For 
whom is this fence being erected?  

The stiff resistance offered by Chakmas, their lobbying and 
sustained campaigning have helped a little to turn the table 
in their favour. Now, the state government officials are un-
dertaking field visits in the affected villages to prepare the 
Resettlement  Plan which they should have done long ago.  
MCDF is one of the few organizations which have been 
highlighting the plight of the fencing victims in Mizoram. 

What MCDF fears is the total lack of transparency. The vil-
lagers are never told properly about the process of verifica-
tion, how the rehabilitation grant (the amount) will be de-
cided, whether they will get any rehabilitation grant, and if 
yes, then when. These questions linger in the minds of the 
simple villagers who want answers.  

A serious threat for Chakmas 

The Indo-Bangladesh border fence is posing the most seri-
ous threat to the existence of 
the Chakmas in Mizoram 
since the tragic Partition of 
India in 1947 when their 
homeland was “gifted away”, 
much against their will, to 
Pakistan although the CHT 
(now in Bangladesh) con-
sisted of 98% non-Muslims 
at that time.  

By erecting the fence 150 
yards from the zero line 
(according to the Indira-
Mujib Accord of 1974), India 
has pushed thousands of 
Indians into the “no man’s 
land” zone and virtually dis-
owned these villagers in 

other states. To give an example, in Karimganj district of 
Assam,  the villagers are not allowed to move freely into the 
Indian side. They can cross the check gates only for 4 times 
a day, timings being 6-7 am, 9-10 am, 1-2 pm and 4-5 pm. 
They allegedly cannot bring more than 10 kilo of rice at a 
time without being questioned by the BSF personnel and 
every time they have to  prove that they are Indians. These 
villagers do not have access to basic facilities and govern-
ment schemes like NREGS.   
 

Whether or not proper and adequate compensation and 
rehabilitation will be given by the government will decide 
the future of the Chakma community in Mizoram as a 
whole. Never forget, half of the Chakma population will be 
uprooted. If not resettled, they would well become 
“foreigners” in their own country, suffer enormously—both 
economically and politically, and will be neglected more 
than ever before.  Hence, our future is at our hands now.  
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