
By Paritosh Chakma 
 
I sense something utterly fishy about the way the state 
government of Mizoram is going ahead with its plan to 
extend the existing area of the Dampa Tiger Reserve 
(DTR), the largest and the most celebrated wildlife 
sanctuary in Mizoram. The DTR having an area of 500 
sq km is situated in Mamit district bordering Bangla-
desh and symbolizes Mizoram’s environmental and 
wildlife protection commitments. Notified as Dampa 
Wildlife Sanctuary in 1985 it was declared a tiger re-
serve in 1994. Hundreds of people, mainly Chakma 
and Bru minorities had been evicted from their habi-
tats with little rehabilitation benefits when the DTR 
was notified. 
 
There are 10 villages around the DTR with a popula-
tion of roughly 10,000 tribals mostly Mizo, Chakma, 
and Reang (Bru) tribes.(1) The latest ambition (though 
officially not declared) of the Forest Department is to 
extend the area of the DTR by including a few sur-
rounding Chakma villages namely Andermanik, Rajiv 
Nagar, Silsury and Hnahva villages. Of these, Hnahva 
and Andermanik villages are settlements established 
by Chakmas who had been evicted from the DTR area.  
  
Yet, interestingly the Mizoram Forest Department has 
of late renewed its claim over the Andermanik village, 
which is a duly recognized Village Council, as “core 
area” of the DTR. As stated earlier, the villagers of An-
dermanik had been “resettled” here after they were 
evicted from the notified DTR area. So, how can An-
dermanik village area be inside the DTR? I have heard 
that the state government has even issued a 
“Notification” with regard to the acquisition of the An-
dermanik village council area to be brought under the 
DTR. But I am yet to lay my hand on this socalled 
“Notification”.  
 
No, the Chakma villagers are not complaining. Why 
should they be complaining when the state govern-
ment has allegedly verbally promised them Rs 10 lakhs 
per family if they shifted to other site? In August 
2009, Mizoram’s Deputy Speaker and local MLA John 
Rotluangliana along with other political leaders visited 
Andermanik village and impressed upon the villagers 
to find new life beyond Andermanik. Poor and illiter-
ate people seldom complain when their leaders tell 
them what ought to be good for them. 
 
The golden question which still remains a mystery is: 
who will fund this eviction programme? There are over 
100 families in Andermanik and if the state govern-

ment sticks to its assurance it will have to shelve out at least 
Rs 1,000 lakh as compensation plus rehabilitation in their 
new village. Mizoram has received Rs 97.34 lakhs during 
2004-05, Rs 65.1560 lakhs during 2005-06, Rs 115.16 lakhs 
during 2006-07, Rs 82.90 lakhs during 2007-08 and Rs 
241.45 lakhs during 2008-09(2) and Rs. 128.00 Lakhs as 
the 1st installment during 2009-10 under Project Tiger from 
the Central government.(3) Does it mean the Central gov-
ernment will fund a programme in Mizoram that will evict 
over 100 families of backward tribals (who are ethnic mi-
norities) and put them in uncertain future? 
 
I see a hidden agenda. Is it to grab the lands (and forests) 
of the Chakmas in the name of nature conservation? The 
basis of my suspicion is on the following grounds.  
  
There are very less number of tigers in DTR which is as fol-
lows(4) : 
 
1993 – 7 tigers 
1995 – 4 tigers 
1997 – 5 tigers 
2001-2002 – 4 tigers 
 
In January 2010, the Chief Wildlife Warden L R Thanga 
stated that there are only 6 (six) tigers in the Dampa Tiger 
Reserve.(5) 
 
But then what is the necessity of extending its area at the 
expense of the livelihood of the people? This question 
should be asked again and again, for, the affected once 
again are the Chakma minorities. 
 
Apart from the six tigers the important species found in 
DTR are elephant, Sambar, Barking deer, Hoolock gibbon 
and variety of birds. It is no denying the fact that environ-
ment conservation and protection of the endangered spe-
cies are important issues in today’s world. But these pre-
cious species, in particular the tigers can also be protected 
and looked after within the existing area of DTR (500 
square km).  
 
There are other Tiger Reserves less in area than Mizoram’s 
Dampa Tiger Reserve but have much higher tiger popula-
tion. Take for example, Pench Tiger Reserve in Maharash-
tra with only 257 sq. km has 14 tigers and Bhadra Tiger Re-
serve in Karnataka with a total area of 492 sq. km has 35 
tigers.  
 
Clearly, there is absolutely no necessity to extend the area 
of Dampa Tiger Reserve for the preservation of its tigers, 
whose total population is only maximum 6. It is not a fact 
that the tigers in the Dampa Tiger Reserve are finding lim-
ited space to move freely. 
 
However, the state government of Mizoram has other mo-
tives. For one, it wants to convert the Dampa Tiger Reserve 
into a National Park. It is clear from a 2006 evaluation of 
the Dampa Tiger Reserve commissioned by the Project   
Tiger Directorate, Ministry of Environment and Forests in 
which evaluator M K Ranjitsinh opined as follows: 
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“The TR still has a sanctuary status. This is 
surprising, since all rights have been extin-
guished within the sanctuary, the human 
habitation shifted, there is no grazing and 
there is no reason why the Dampa should not 
join the other two magnificant national parks 
of Mizoram – Murlen and Blue Mountain - as 
the state’s third National Park. The state gov-
ernment should take urgent action in this re-
gard.” (6) 

 
Since then the Mizoram government has been over-
looking the interests of the people living on the pe-
ripheries of DTR to convert the tiger reserve into a 
National Park. It will be good to have another National 
Park in the state but the state government will have to 
put the welfare of the people first. I love tigers and 
environment, but I do not support bad policies when 
they affect the innocent people, more so if these poli-
cies are arbitrarily imposed on them. 
 
Lure by money: 
 
The state government knows well that it cannot evict 
the Chakma tribal villagers of Andermanik as their 
rights are protected under the Forest Rights Act, 
2006. Hence, it is using money as bait. The political 
leaders’ shadowy defence that it is up to the villag-
ers whether to accept the state government's offer or 
not is not convincing and outrageous  to say the least. 
Instead of alluring them with a lot of money the villag-
ers must be counseled about their present, and future. 
The political leaders and the government must think 
of the long term interests of the people, not evict them 
needlessly. If the concerned people belong to minority 
communities more care should be taken so as not to 
harm their interests. But Mizoram government seems 
not to think that way. 
  
If today the state government is softly allowed to ac-
quire the villagers land in Andermanik by offering 
handsome money, it will not hesitate to ‘buy’ other 
nearby villages at the cost of their very existence. 
 
The state government of Mizoram and forest officials 
must concentrate on measures to protect the endan-
gered tigers rather than endangering the people in 
particular the Chakma minorities.  
 
Footnotes: 
 
1. http://www.incredibleindia.org/newsite/
cms_Page.asp?pageid=298 
2. http://projecttiger.nic.in/funds.asp 
3. Letter of National Tiger Conservation Authority, 
Ministry of Environment and Forests, No. 4-1
(24)/2009-PT, available at 
h t t p: / / p r o j e c t t ig e r .n i c . in / sa n c t i o n /S 2 0 09 /
Sanction_Dampa_1st_2009_10.pdf 
4. http://projecttiger.nic.in/populationinstate.asp 
5. Mizoram to conduct tiger census, The Telegraph, 

Kolkata, 22 January 2010, available at http://
www.telegraphindia.com/1100122/jsp/northeast/
story_11995826.jsp#  

(6) “Evaluation Reports of Tiger Reserves in India”, Project 
Tiger Directorate, Ministry of Environment and Forests, 
GOI, 2006, http://projecttiger.nic.in/Report-
2_EvaluationReportsofTRinIndia.pdf 
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MCDF’s logo  
MCDF thanks Mr 

Sadhan Chakma 

for helping to design 

the logo of MCDF 

free of cost.  Mr 

Chakma is a profes-

sional web designer 

based in Delhi.   

 

Corrections/clarifications  
MCDF follows a policy to correct any mistake committed 

inadvertently in its reporting. In a few places in Issue 2, 

Mizoram’s Chief Secretary Vanhela Pachuau has been erro-

neously referred to as “then Chief Secretary”. It is clarified 

that he is the current CS of Mizoram.     —Editor 

Important Announcements 
1. Henceforth, The Chakma Voice  has been made bi-

monthly, which means that it will be published once in 

every two months. The next issue (March-April) will there-

fore be brought out in May 2010.  

2. Miss Nalori Dhammei Chakma, a student of Delhi 

University, has joined the Editorial Board as Assistant 

Editor.  

3. MCDF has started two news services—“Bajpada 

Hobor” and “MCDF Pogodang” (Breaking News) 

through SMS. Through this unique initiative MCDF 

team has been sending important News Updates 

through SMS reaching the remotest corners in 

Mizoram. Rural areas do not have internet access but 

most villages have mobile network. Anyone wishing to 

receive News Updates on mobiles may send their 

names, address and mobile phone number to MCDF. 




