
Denial of Right to Education to Chakmas 
 
There is no greater insurance in life than good quality education. Education is 
both a human right in itself and an indispensable means of realizing other 
human rights. The only way to improve our economic and social conditions 
and to end exploitation by others is through education. Right to Education is 
a “fundamental right” under the Constitution of India. But it has been 
systematically denied to the Chakmas in Mizoram. According to the Census 
of India 2001, the Chakmas are the most illiterate ethnic community in 
Mizoram. The literacy rate of the Chakmas is only 45.3% while Mizos are 
95.6% literate. Among the Chakmas, men are 56.2% and women are 33.6% 
literate. This is not at all inspiring. 
 
I. Denial of basic primary education 
 
Under international human rights law, India has obligations to make 
education “available, accessible, acceptable and adaptable”. But the state 
government of Mizoram has failed to make basic education available and 
accessible to thousands of Chakma and other minority children. Even Sarva 
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) has failed to deliver results. According to the 
government of Mizoram’s own admission, over 15,000 children mainly 
belonging to Chakma and Bru do not go to schools. This failure of the State 
to provide schooling constitutes a violation of the right to education. Instead 
of taking adequate measures, the state government has blamed the Chakmas 
saying Chakmas were not taking interests in education! Against this gloomy 
backdrop, the government of India has notified a new law, The Right of 
Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act of 2009 on 26 August 2009 
which has made education up to Class VIII “free and compulsory”. Section 3 
(1) of the Act states - “Every child of the age of six to fourteen years shall 
have a right to free and compulsory education in a neighbourhood school till 
completion of elementary education”. Elementary education means Class I to 
Class VIII. This Act has also made the state government and the local 
authority duty bound to establish schools in each and every village within a 
period of three years (Section 6). The MCDF shall monitor implementation of 
this Act and urges the Mizoram government to establish Middle Schools and 
High Schools in each and every Chakma inhabited village. 
 



II. Lack of high schools and beyond 
 
In this era, even a bachelor’s degree is not sufficient to get jobs but Chakmas 
do not have access to even High Schools. There are only 9 High Schools (6 
govt and 3 private) in 111 Chakma villages in Mizoram. As many as 75 
Chakma inhabited villages have no Middle School whatsoever. The terrains 
are hilly, dense jungles without proper roads or transport, and therefore 
children of one village cannot attend Middle School or High School in 
another village. Moreover, the distance between two villages is often greater.  
 
Absence of Middle Schools and High Schools has left the Chakmas far 
behind educationally. Lack of schools has resulted in a large number of 
school-drop outs. There is simply no opportunity for impoverished Chakma 
students to pursue beyond high schools. The only college situated in the 
Chakma area is at Kamalanagar, the headquarters of CADC. 
 
III. Lack of adequate number of teachers 
 
One of the biggest problems is the lack of adequate number of teachers in the 
Chakma dominated villages. Both in the SSA schools and in other 
government schools the number of teachers is highly inadequate. Several 
non-local Mizo teachers have been appointed in SSA schools in Chakma 
dominated villages and most of them do not stay in the villages of their 
appointment because they are not locals and hence, the question of their 
attending classes does not arise. Yet curiously, there is no scrutiny of their 
attendance records by the authorities and they continue to draw regular 
salaries despite being absent from duty.  
 
The problem has become very acute after several non-local Mizo SSA 
teachers have taken transfer elsewhere. The vacancies created by such 
transfers were never filled up. Also, some Mizo SSA teachers have appointed 
substitutes (usually local Chakmas). 
 
These substitute teachers teach the students in lieu of the original Mizo 
teachers who pay a meager part of their salaries to their substitutes. This is 
like sub-contracting the jobs. On the other hand, the hapless Chakma 
villagers are happy that they are at least getting “some thing” out of this 



arrangement. Their opinion is the Chakma substitute at least attends duty 
while the Mizo SSA teacher did not. It is, therefore, important for the state 
government to know that local Chakmas must be appointed in Chakma 
areas as teachers. Due to sorry state of affairs, most SSA schools have 
become almost non-functional or are not in a position to provide quality 
education to children. This in turn has led to increase in drop-out rate. 
The parents are discouraged from sending their children to schools. 
 
The situation is the same even in other non-SSA government schools. Once 
the teachers have retired, or died or have been transferred elsewhere the 
vacant posts have never been filled up. As a result, most schools in the 
Chakma areas have been running without adequate number of teachers. 
Schools can run without school buildings but not without teachers. 
 
IV. Denial of right to education in mother tongue 
 
Article 30 of Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) provides: “In 
those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities or persons of 
indigenous origin exist, a child belonging to such a minority or who is 
indigenous shall not be denied the right, in community with other members of 
his or her group, to enjoy his or her own culture, to profess and practise his 
or her own religion, or to use his or her own language.” In blatant violation 
of Article 30 of the CRC, the government of Mizoram has taken no steps to 
teach the Chakma children in their own mother tongue.  
 
The Chakmas speak their own language (Chakma) and they are one of the 
few tribes in India who have their own script (alphabets). The CADC in 
Lawngtlai district has been imparting Chakma mother tongue up to primary 
level in the CADC administered schools. But more Chakmas live in areas 
(Lunglei and Mamit districts) outside the CADC and they have been denied 
the right to learn their mother tongue. The Mizoram Chakma Development 
Forum demands that the Mizoram government immediately take steps to 
teach Chakma mother tongue to the Chakma children in Lunglei and Mamit 
districts in line with the syllabus prescribed in the CADC. 
 


