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ON 11 October 2011, the Mizoram Chakma Development Forum (MCDF) turned two years. In a very short 
span of time, MCDF has become a household name not only in Mizoram but also in other parts of India. 
This was possible because of the good works which include strategic interventions of MCDF in several social 
sectors which brought relief to the people. The achievements of MCDF brought a hope in the hearts and 
minds of the common people that “our problems have solutions”. MCDF’s slogan is “There is always a ray of 
hope”. In the last over one year (November 2010-December 2011), MCDF has undertaken a lot of activities. 
However, here we are able to provide only the most notable of our actions which made remarkable changes 
in the society, and were highly beneficial for the masses. It is notable to also mention that MCDF achieved 
all these successes despite lack of funds. 
 
I. Intervention with the Supreme Court Commissioners to restore food supply 
to remote areas of Mizoram such as Parva and neighbouring villages  
 
On 22 December 2010, MCDF got a tele-
phone call from local contacts that the peo-
ple of Parva I, II, III and Kamtuli villages in 
Chakma Autonomous District Council 
(CADC) in Lawngtlai district of Mizoram 
were starving for several weeks. Rice under 
Public Distribution System have not been 
delivered to the Below Poverty Line families 
since October 2010. MCDF quickly verified 
these reports and on 23 December 2010 sub-
mitted petitions, by fax, to the Chief Secre-
tary, Government of Mizoram and the Dep-
uty Commissioner of Lawngtlai district seek-
ing their urgent interventions to restore food 
supply to these villages. There are 332 fami-
lies in Parva I, 165 families in Parva II, 103 
families in Parva III and 208 families in 
Kamtuli village. Parva I, predominantly in-
habited by Chakmas, is the largest of these 
villages. Parva II is inhabited mostly by 
Bawms while Parva III is dominated by Brus. 
 
Since MCDF was not satisfied with the actions taken by the state government of Mizoram, it approached the 
Office of the Commissioners of the Supreme Court on the Right to Food (for details kindly visit http://
www.sccommissioners.org/ ) on 28 December 2010. The Supreme Court Commissioners (appointed to 
monitor implementation of a series of judgements passed by the Supreme Court in CWP 196/2001, PUCL v. 
UOI and others) took strong cognizance of MCDF’s complaint. MCDF stated that no food grain under the 
Public Distribution System had been distributed to the poorest of the poor families since October 2010 and 
yet the authorities of CADC and the state government of Mizoram failed to act when the matter was brought 
to their attention. These affected villages are located in far flung areas near to the Indo-Myanmar border 
and they do not have access to food grain even in the open market.  
 
In a first of its kind order to the Mizoram government, the Commissioners of the Supreme Court on 5 Janu-
ary 2011 directed the Mizoram government to feed the starving families of Parva I, Parva II, Parva III and 
Kamtuli villages.  In fact, the order went beyond PDS ration to include several livelihood schemes.  

  MCDF’s Activities Report  

(Nov 2010 to Dec 2011) 
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Parva I village in CADC which borders Myanmar and Bangladesh 
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Orders of the Supreme Court Commissioners: 
 
In their letter dated 5th January 2011 addressed to Vanhela Pachuau, Chief Secretary of Mizoram, Dr N.C. 
Saxena, Commissioner and Harsh Mander, Special Commissioner of the Supreme Court asked the Chief 
Secretary to “investigate these reports, and  share the  reasons for non-supply of grain” to the villagers. 
 
Further, the Supreme Court Commissioners directed the State Government of Mizoram to ensure immedi-
ately adequate food grain supply to the food godown, ensure that all Below Poverty Line (BPL) and Antyo-
daya Anna Yojana (AAY) card holder families should be provided their quota of grain for the present month 
and backlog from  the month of October 2010, ensure that all persons who don’t have ration cards should be 
provided ration cards at the earliest. 
 
The Supreme Court Commissioners also directed the Mizoram government to “undertake a survey in all 
these villages and identify the  families who suffer from acute malnutrition, identify starvation & hunger 
related deaths (if any) and share information on the full coverage of all these residents of all food and live-
lihood schemes such as ICDS [Integrated Child Development Scheme], MDM [Mid Day Meal scheme], 
NREGA [National Rural Employment Guarantee Act] and pensions in the district Lawngtlai.  Please also 
send us a copy of instructions that would be issued in this direction and an action taken report within one 
month.” 
 
The Supreme Court Commissioners order is available at http://mcdf.files.wordpress.com/2011/01/sc-
commissioners-order-to-mizoram-starvation.pdf 
  
 
Action taken by the Mizoram Government: 
 
Immediately after receiving the Supreme Court Commissioners’ letter, the State Government of Mizoram 
swung into action. On 25 January 2011, Mizoram government submitted its response to the Supreme Court 
Commissioners. Mizoram government stated that it took the complaint received from MCDF very seriously 
and District Civil Supplies Officer (DCSO) Lawngtlai, KT Mathew visited Parva on 25th December 2010 
(Christmas Day), three days after receiving MCDF’s complaint. The findings of the DCSO corroborated the 
allegations of MCDF. 
 
Again on 19th January 2011, the DCSO Lawngtlai visited Parva with the newly appointed Store Keeper of 
Damdep Food Godown, Mr K Vannawla and called a meeting with the Village Council leaders. The DSCO 
told the villagers that all the facilities including regular supply of ration, ration cards, etc will be provided in 
compliance with the Supreme Court orders. 
 
Further, the Deputy Commissioner (DC) of Lawngtlai, Mr Thlamuana visited Parva along with the DCSO, 
Mr KT Mathew on 11th February 2011.  
 
As per the reply of Mizoram government to the Supreme Court Commissioners, the state government took 
the following actions, among others: 
 
• The Lawngtlai DC and the DCSO were instructed to immediately dispatch food grain to Damdep 

Godown from where Parva and surrounding villagers draw their ration, and also distribute APL, BPL 
and AAY rice to the villagers immediately; 

• S. Zoramsanga, Store Keeper of Damdep Godown was suspended and departmental investigation initi-
ated against him 

• T.C. Lalsiammawii, Store Keeper of Vaseikai Supply Godown was transferred and departmental enquiry 
initiated against her 

• Retailership of Pradip Kumar Chakma, retailer of Parva I was terminated, and 
• The Under Secretaries of four departments namely Social Welfare Department, Rural Development De-

partment, School Education Department and Health & Family Welfare Department have been asked to 
investigate and submit reports relating to implementation of schemes like Mid Day Meal, Integrated 
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Child Development Scheme, Old Age Pension, NREGS 
(job scheme) etc .  
 
The report of the District Civil Supplies Officer (DCSO), 
Lawngtlai is self-explanatory as to what ails the PDS sys-
tem. In the words of Mr K T Mathew, DCSO Lawgntlai, 
“One [Damdep godown] is being looked after by a 
drunken store keeper and another [Vaseikai Supply 
Godown] is being looked after by the least experienced 
store keeper”.  
 
MCDF’s Fact Finding Mission 
 
This was enough to drive the MCDF to undertake a fact 
finding visit to Parva and other areas. MCDF visit from 28 
February 2011 and 12 March 2011 which covered 
Lawngtlai and Lunglei districts uncovered  systemic fail-
ure of the PDS, Mid Day Meal, and other welfare schemes 
in these areas.  This is the first ever Fact Finding Investi-
gation done by any NGO in Parva areas with regard to implementation of food and livelihood related 
schemes.   
 
The fact finding report of MCDF was submitted to the Supreme Court Commissioners on 22 June 2011. 
 
Media coverage of MCDF’s action: 
 
MCDF’s campaign for food security in Parva areas received unprecedented media coverage. The order of the 
Supreme Court Commissioners directing the Mizoram government to feed the starving Chakmas was the 
main front page story in Vanglaini, the top Mizo language daily of Mizoram, and Newslink and 
Mizoram Post, two most widely read English dailies of Mizoram. The news was also aired by news chan-
nels and local cable networks.  The mainstream esteemed daily, The Telegraph, Kolkata, carried the 
story: “Chakma villagers starve- SC commissioners asks Mizoram govt to supply food” on 10th January 
2011. (http://www.telegraphindia.com/1110110/jsp/northeast/story_13415813.jsp) 

 
Other papers which carried the story are: The Shillong Times, The 
Sentinel, Echo of Arunachal, etc. 
 
The suspension of the Store Keeper of Damdep Godown was reported 
prominently by Vanglaini and The Zozam Times. 
 
 
2. Campaign for setting up of schools in every 
Chakma village  
 
In 2009, MCDF conducted a survey in the Chakma inhabited villages in 
Mizoram to document the schools. As per the survey, over 72 per cent of 
Chakma inhabited villages in Mizoram still did not have Middle School, 
and over 96 per cent did not have High School. Based on these findings, 
MCDF filed a complaint before the National Commission for Protection 
of Child Rights (NCPCR) on 22 October 2010. The MCDF contended that 
the failure of the state government to set up Middle and High Schools 
tantamounts to denial of education to the Chakma children and the ab-
sence of schools has led to high dropout rate amongst the Chakma chil-
dren, the petition added. 
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In a historic order, based on 
MCDF’s   complaint, the 
NCPCR on 29 December 
2010 directed the govt of 
Mizoram to investigate 
“denial of access to elemen-
tary education to the 
Chakma tribal children due 
to lack of schools” and  
“ensure that schools in all 
Chakma inhabited villages 
are established in accor-
dance with the RTE Act 
2009.” 

MCDF Fact Finding Team held a meeting at Parva I 
village on 1 March 2011. Here, MCDF President He-
manta Larma addressing the gathering. 
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Acting on MCDF’s complaint, the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) on 29 De-
cember 2010 passed the following order to the Chief Secretary, Government of Mizoram: 
 

“3. After perusing the complaint, the Commission has taken cognizance of the matter and directed 
that the matter be referred to you for investigation/ inquiry and report to the Commission.  
4. You are accordingly directed to get the matter investigated and take further necessary action. A 
factual report, along with authenticated copies of the relevant documents, be sent to the Commission 
within 30 days of issue of this letter. The report should indicate inter-alia the information on follow-
ing points 
i. The denial of access to elementary education to the Chakma tribal children in Mizoram due to lack 
of schools is in clear violation of section 6 of Right to Education Act whch requires the local authority 
to establish the school in areas or neighborhood limits where there is no such school as prescribed in 
the act.  
ii. Kindly ensure that schools in all Chakma inhabited villages are established in accordance with the 
RTE Act 2009.” 

 
This is a historic order from the NCPCR which has the potential to change the future of the Chakma commu-
nity. The Mizoram government refused to provide the requisite information to the Commission. On 10 Feb-
ruary 2011, the NCPCR sent a reminder asking the Chief Secretary, Government of Mizoram to submit “the 
requisite report within 20 days of the date of issue of this letter.” 
 
MCDF is following up the case with the NCPCR. 
 
3. Intervention with the authorities to send medical team to fight mysterious 
disease in Thanzamasora village 
 
Since 4 March 2011, six Chakmas died due to mysteri-
ous diseases (later identified as “Indian Tick Typhus” by 
New Delhi based National Institute of Communicable Dis-
eases) at Thanzamasora village (a tiny, extremely remote 
village with 66 Chakma families) in Lunglei district in 
south Mizoram. They were identified as Mrs Doyal Lota 
Chakma (40), w/o of Denga Chakma; Malay Chand 
Chakma (20), s/o Oguro Sen Chakma; Punyo Lota 
Chakma (45), w/o Amar Chakma; Prapha Ranjan 
Chakma (27), S/o Shanti Lal Chakma; Sumiron Chakma 
(27), s/o Shanti Lal Chakma, and Mrs Chittiso Chakma 
(22), w/o Pulin Chakma.  
 
All of them reportedly suffered vomiting, high fever and 
headache before their deaths and their bodies turned 
blue-black after the death which caused panic among 
superstitious villagers.  
 
The villagers believed that the deaths occurred after they were cursed with black magic by a witch from an-
other village. There is total absence of health care facilities. Officials said at least 13 families have fled the 
village due to fear of death. Some others hid in the nearby forests due to fear of black magic.  
 
MCDF’s Role 
 
On 25 March 2011, MCDF  discussed the issue of medical emergency at Thanzamasora village with Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner of Lunglei, T. Lalduhawma; Chief Medical Officer (CMO) in neighbouring 
Lawngtlai district, Dr R B Dey (Thanzamasora comes under Lawngtlai CMO); among others, over the 
phone. On the same day, MCDF submitted a petition by fax to Ms M. Zohmingthangi, Deputy Commis-
sioner, Lunglei; Vanhela Pachuau, Chief Secretary, Mizoram; Director, Health & Family Welfare, Mizoram; 
and Dr RB, Chief Medical Officer, Lawngtlai seeking immediate intervention to prevent epidemic-like health 
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A view of Thanzamasora village where six Chakmas died 
due to lack of medical facilities in March 2011.  
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crisis currently prevailing at Thanzamasora village. 
  
MCDF pointed out that Thanzamasora village is under Lunglei district but medical facilities come under 
neighbouring Lawngtlai Chief Medical Officer.  Hence, there is a need for better coordination amongst offi-
cials to control the health crisis. Any unnecessary delay might result in more deaths and displacement. 
MCDF further warned that “More and more families are likely to flee if the situation is not brought under 
control immediately.” 
  
MCDF made the following demands: Send a team of medical experts with all the necessary equipments and 
medical facilities; Establish a makeshift health camp at the Thanzamasora village as temporary basis so that 
patients can be treated at the village; Make the necessary arrangements to shift the critical patients to hospi-
tals in Lunglei or Aizawl for treatment; Immediately carry out awareness campaign in the area with the help 
of local NGOs like Young Chakma Association; Take measures to bring back all the families which have fled 
the village; Undertake a visit by senior officials from the District Administration; and Establish a Health Sub 
Centre with adequate number of staff and medical facilities at Thanzamasora village as long term solution.  
 
Action taken by authorities 
 
MCDF’s intervention prevented more deaths at Thanzamasora village.  Mr T. Lalduhawma, Additional Dep-
uty Commissioner, Lunglei informed MCDF that on 25 March 2011 itself a medical team from Lunglei 
would be dispatch to Thanzamasora village to take stock of the situation. 
 
On 26 March 2011, leaders like Minister NK Chakma, CADC Chief Executive Member KK Tongchangya and 
Parliamentary Secretary of Mizoram, S Laldingliana 
visited the village with a team of doctors.  
 
Media coverage of MCDF’s action: 
 
India’s leading newspaper, The Hindustan Times on 
26 March 2011 carried a story on MCDF’s interven-
tion titled “Mysterious disease kills 5 in Mizoram”. 
(Available at http://www.hindustantimes.com/
Mysterious-disease-kills-5-in-Mizoram/Article1-
677637.aspx)  
 
 
4. Celebration of Bizu festival in New 
Delhi 
 
The Chakma community of Delhi celebrated Bizu 2011 
at Ashok Buddha Vihar, Raghat, New Delhi on 13 April 
2011. Over 250 men, women, girls, boys and children 
participated in this colourful event. The event was or-
ganized jointly by Mizoram Chakma Development Fo-
rum (MCDF), Arunachal Pradesh Chakma Students Un-
ion (APCSU) and Chakma Welfare Society, Noida 
(CWS). 
 
A number of cultural activities were showcased. New 
additions in the sports category were Musical Chair for 
girls, Arms Wrestling for boys, and Cock Fight for boys. 
Mr and Miss Bizu were selected for the first time. For its 
rich favour and gaiety, this Bizu would be remembered 
for a long time to come by the Chakma community of 
Delhi.    
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5. MCDF’s intervention saves lives at Parva village, CADC 
 
There is no basic healthcare facility for a population of 1,359 at Parva I village, CADC, Mizoram. From 1 May 
to 6 May 2011, three children including two baby girls died at Parva I village in Chakma Autonomous Dis-
trict Council, Lawngtlai district, Mizoram. They were baby Renuka Chakma, aged 1 year, daughter of 
Kinasur Chakma (died due to suspected malaria on 1 May 2011), baby Mono Agosh Chakma, aged 3 years, 
son of Guno Sindhu Chakma (died due to malaria disease) on 3 May 2011, and baby Hojpana Chakma, aged 
1 month old, daughter of Guno Ban Chakma (died on 6 May 2011 due to unknown disease).  
 
At around 11-30 am on 6 May, MCDF received a telephone call from our volunteers at Parva about the 
deaths and health crisis. MCDF was informed that over 50 persons, including women and children were ill 
at Parva I and nearby villages like Kamtuli and Siminesora. Some of them were critical and could die as 
there was no basic medical facilities.  
 
Losing no time, MCDF swung into action and submitted a petition by fax to Dr RB Dey, Chief Medical Offi-
cer, Lawngtlai district; Vanhela Pachuau, Chief Secretary, Mizoram; Director, Health & Family Welfare, 
Mizoraml and KK Tongchangya, Hon’ble CEM, CADC ( by email) demanding timely intervention. MCDF’s 
demands included sending of a team of doctors with all the necessary equipments and medicines to Parva I 
village immediately; establish a makeshift health camp at Parva I village where patients can be treated; shift 
the critical patients to hospitals in Kamala Nagar or Lunglei; and establish a Health Sub Centre with ade-
quate number of staff and medical facilities at Parva I village as long term solution. 
 
After submission of the petition, MCDF also spoke to CMO, Dr RB Dey and other health officials, over the 
phone. On the night of 8 May 2011, a team of 3 doctors from Kamala Nagar reached Parva I village with 
medicines and started treating the serious patients first. Unfortunately, before the Medical Team arrived, 

another infant, Chanan Chakma (9 months old), 
son of Jorittey Chakma of Parva I died due to ma-
laria on 8 May. On 10 May, another 3-member 
medical team from Lawngtlai led by District Ma-
laria Officer Dr. Maawmii reached Parva I village 
to bring the health situation under control.  
 
Given the remoteness of the Parva areas (about 
160 km from headquarter Kamala Nagar) and lack 
of proper roads, MCDF appreciates the Medical 
Teams which acted swiftly. This is the first time 
ever that any team of doctors visited Parva I vil-
lage for providing medical treatment during an 
epidemic like situation and this happened because 
of MCDF's initiatives. 
 
MCDF’s actions saved several precious lives, par-
ticularly of children and women. Villagers in-
formed that had the medical teams not reached on 
time, they would have counted many other dead 
bodies.  
  
Read MCDF’s petition to Govt. of Mizoram 

and Press Release here: http://mcdf.wordpress.com/2011/05/07/3-chakma-tribal-children-die-in-the-
absence-of-medical-facility-in-mizoram-village/ 
 
Following this intervention by the MCDF, a health worker was posted with basic medicines at Parva village, 
which, though not sufficient, benefited the local people.   
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This empty Health Sub Centre, set up in 1997, is witness to deaths 
every year at Parva I village. In March 2011, four children died due 
to absolute lack of basic healthcare facility. MCDF’s intervention 
saved many more lives.  
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Media coverage of MCDF’s action 
 
MCDF’s intervention for medical facilities at Parva I village received top priority coverage in Mizoram press. 
Two of Mizoram’s most widely read Mizo vernacular dailies carried the story in the front page.   
 
“The Zozam Times” on 8 May 2011 carried a news story on the front page titled "Ni 6 chhungin Parva I-
ah naupang 3 an thi” along with the photograph of unused Parva I health sub centre, provided to it by 
MCDF.  
 
Mizoram’s most respected and largest circulated Mizo daily, VANGLAINI on 9 May 2011 carried a front 
page story:  “Damdawi lam mumal loh vangin Parva-I khuaah mipui an mangang” 
 
 
6. Campaign for justice for Lobindra Chakma, Mizoram 
 
On 27 September 2011, MCDF in a petition submitted to the Mizoram Chief Minister Mr Lalthanhawla de-
manded stringent action against the Lungsen Block Development Officer (BDO), Mr John Tanpuia who tor-
tured a villager Lobindra Chakma for demanding wages under the National Rural Employment Guarantee 
Scheme. Lobindra Chakma mysteriously disappeared from the BDO’s custody on 23 September 2011. 
 
The BDO, Mr John Tanpuia had asked Lobindra Chakma (44 years), s/o Chitra Kumar Chakma of Siphirt-
lang village in Lunglei district to saw teak logs, which the later refused on the grounds that he had no part-
ners (it needs at least two persons to saw logs) and had no money to hire labourers. Angered by this, the 
BDO withheld Chakma’s wages under the National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme. Lobindra 
Chakma filed a complaint with the Lunglei Deputy Commissioner against the BDO for blocking his NREGS 
wages. 
 
Enraged by the complaint, the BDO Mr John Tanpuia went to Siphirtlang village on 23 September 2011 and 
brutally beat up Lobindra Chakma, and his wife, Ms Milebo Chakma in full public view. Later, Lobindra 
Chakma was huddled into the BDO’s vehicle and taken to his quarter at Lungsen.  Lobindra Chakma went 
missing for more than a week, before he was traced by locals. 
 
7. Representation before the National Minority Commission in New Delhi 
 
After learning through the media about the upcoming visit of Dr HT Sangliana, Hon'ble Vice Chairper-
son of National Commission for Minorities (NCM) to Mizoram, MCDF submitted a memorandum on 24 
May 2011 seeking the NCM’s intervention for improvement of the conditions of the Chakma Buddhist mi-
norities in Mizoram. Dr Sangliana was kind enough to invite MCDF to his office for broader discussion on 
problems faced by Chakma minorities before leaving for Mizoram on 30 May 2011. Dr Sangliana visited 
Mizoram from 30 May to 6 June 2011. 
 
On 25 May 2011, MCDF delegation met Dr Sangliana at his office at Lok Nayak Bhavan, New Delhi. During 
the meeting we held a frank discussion on various issues, including: 1. Lack of educational facilities for 
Chakmas, 2. Discrimination against Chakmas by Recruitment Rules of Mizoram Govt, 3. Lack of proper im-
plementation of Border Area Development Programme and Multi-sectoral Development Plan for Minorities, 
4. the alleged racist remarks against Chakmas by Mizoram Chief Minister Lalthanhawla and 5. Harmonious 
existence of all communities. 
 
Results of MCDF’s engagement:  
 
MCDF is of the opinion that the meeting of May 25 helped enrich the NCM Vice Chairperson’ understanding 
about the situation of the Chakmas in Mizoram, including their history, culture and aspirations to live in 
peace and progress as well as the problems they face in Mizoram. At the end of visit, Dr Sangliana held a 
press conference at Aizawl, Mizoram’s capital, on 6 June 2011. He reportedly told the journalists that he 
found “no serious oppression against minorities” but added that “However, I feel that adequate attention 
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has not been given to them in terms of development.” He said the state government and the people of 
Mizoram should ensure that the minorities get their rightful opportunities in education and other develop-
ment programmes. Dr Sangliana requested the Mizoram government to set up State Minority Commission 
at the earliest possible time to ensure faster development of the minorities. 
  
On the issue of allegation about Chakma infiltration from Bangladesh, Dr Sangliana categorically stated that 
he found that the complaints were not genuine. “We have received a lot of complaints about Chakma infil-
tration. But there were no supportive evidences”, he said. 
 
Following his return to New Delhi, MCDF delegation again met Dr Sangliana at his office in New Delhi on 8 
June 2011. In the meeting various issues were discussed including the Hostel for Chakma students (boys & 
girls in Lunglei as demanded by MCSU-Lunglei); Language (Training of Chakmas for Mizo Language Teach-
ers); Border Fencing (Improper erection, compensation & rehabilitation), redressal of grievances at State 
Level in Mizoram; and Integration of communities.  
 
Dr Sangliana acted on MCDF’s representation of May 25. On 28 June 2011, the National Commission for 
Minorities forwarded the MCDF’s memorandum  to the Ministry of Minority Affairs and requested that “a 
report in the matter may kindly be sent early regarding the educational problems raised in the letter so that 
the matter could be placed before the Commission for consideration.” 
 
Thereafter, Dr Sangliana wrote a letter to the Union Home Minister P Chidambaram on 21 July 2011, and 
also raised the Border Fencing problem in the meeting of the National Commission for Minorities held on 
26 July 2011. The minutes of the meeting of NCM notes, “Vice Chairperson explained the gravity of the 
situation arising out of the fencing being undertaken on the Bangladesh-Mizoram-Myanmar Border. It was 
decided to wait for a couple of weeks for a response from  Home Minister to whom V.C. has written a letter 
on 21.7.11.” 
 
8. Demand for hostels for Chakma students in Mizoram 
 
On 16 November 2010, MCDF brought to the notice of the Ministry of Minority Affairs about the blatant 
violations of the guidelines of the Multi-Sectoral Development Plan for Minority Concentrated Districts by 
the Mizoram government and demanded construction of boys and girls hostels in Chakma inhabited areas. 
 
MCDF objected to the in-principle approval given at the 18th meeting of the Empowered Committee held on 
31 August 2009 for construction of girls hostel at Lawngtlai town which is a non-minority place. The Em-
powered Committee had granted the in-principle approval on the ground that the girls hostel should be 
“located in a village which has the highest population of minorities, other than the minority community in 
majority in the State (i.e. other than Christians)”. MCDF demanded that the proposed girls hostel be shifted 
to Borapansury village under CADC and that the in-principle approval given to the hostel at Kamala Nagar 
be granted final approval. MCDF also demanded hostels for minority students at Marpara village and Rajiv 
Nagar village under Mamit district. 
 
9. Joint Statement against Mizoram CM, Mr Lalthan-
hawla 
 
On 14 May 2011, for the first time, 11 Chakma civil society organizations 
issued a “joint statement” against Mizoram Chief Minister Lalthanhawla 
who termed the Chakmas of Mizoram as “nuisance” without any basis. The 
Chakma NGOs took strong exception of the CM’s statement appearing in 
The Aizawl Post, a Mizo vernacular daily dated 28th April 2011 which 
quoted Mr Lalthanhawla as telling that Chakmas in Mizoram are not origi-
nal inhabitants of the state but settled down in vacant lands where Mizos 
did not want to live and that they have become “NUISANCE” in Mizoram. 
The Joint Statement termed Mr Lalthanhawla’s remark as “Racial Profil-
ing” against the Chakmas and called upon the Chief Minister to respect the  
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rights of the ethnic minority communities in the state.  
 
10. Protest letter to CHT Affairs Minister of Bangladesh 
 
MCDF took the lead to protest against the alleged support extended by CHT Affairs Minister of Bangladesh, 
Mr Dipankar Talukdar to the identification of the Chakmas and other Jumma indigenous peoples as 
“Bengalees” in Bangladesh. When Dipankar Talukdar visited Kamala Nagar, headquarters of Chakma 
Autonomous District Council (CADC) in South Mizoram on 10 December 2001, 15 (fifteen) Chakma civil 
society organizations submitted a joint “protest letter” to him. The Chakmas from Mizoram, Assam, Tripura, 
Meghalaya, and Arunachal Pradesh through their civil society organizations expressed the angst of the In-
dian Chakmas against the destruction of identity of the Chakmas in Bangladesh as a consequent to the 15th 
Amendment to the Constitution of Bangladesh passed on 30th June 2011 which has identified the Chakmas 
and other indigenous peoples as “Bengalees”. The Chakma NGOs demanded “a written assurance from you 
that upon your return to Bangladesh you will take all the necessary measures to impress upon the Shiekh 
Hasina government to recognize the Chakmas and other ethnic communities as “indigenous peoples” in the 
Constitution of Bangladesh.” The Indian Chakmas also demanded Mr Talukdar’s personal intervention in 
his capacity as Member of Parliament and Minister of CHT Affairs for speedy and full implementation of the 
CHT Peace Accord of 1997 signed between the Government of Bangladesh and the indigenous peoples of 
CHT which would help restore peace and bring development to the region (Chittagong Hill Tracts) which is 
today the most neglected. 
 
The 15 signatory organizations to the memorandum are Mizoram Chakma Development Forum, Tripura 
Chakma Students Association, Arunachal Pradesh Chakma Students Union, MAADI, Meghalaya Chakma 
Students Union, Guwahati Chakma Students Union, Barak Valley Chakma Students Association, The 
Chakma Voice, Mumbai Chakma Association, Dibrugarh Chakma Students Union, Mizoram Chakma Stu-
dents Union, the Central Young Chakma Association, Mizoram Chakma Social Forum, Mizoram Buddhist 
Association and Chakma Mahila Samiti. 
 
Media Coverage 
 
• “Chakmas peeved at ‘Bengalee’ tag”, The Seven Sisters Post, North East India 

• The Chakma Voice was quoted by Bangladesh’s reputed national daily “New Age” in an article titled 
“Indian minority leaders’ protest note to Dipankar” (12 Dec 2011). Read online at http://newagebd.com/
newspaper1/national/43315.html?mid=5529 

 
11. MCDF’s intervention for early payment of old age pension 
 
On 9 December 2011, MCDF wrote to Mizoram Chief Minister Lalthanhawla demanding early payment of 
old age pension to about 23,500 beneficiaries who have not been paid old age pension for the last nine 
months, since March 2011. In the petition the MCDF stated that as per the Hon’ble Supreme Court order 
dated 28th November 2001, payment of the pension under the Indira Gandhi National Old Age Pension 
(IGNOAPS) Scheme shall be made before seventh day of every month and that Central grants meant for the 
IGNOAPS cannot be diverted for any other purposes as per the direction of the Supreme Court of 27 April 
2004. MCDF further pointed out that non payment of old age pension for the last nine months constituted 
direct and blatant violation of the directions of the Hon’ble Supreme Court. The petition was also submitted 
to the Mizoram Governor His Excellency Shri V B Purushathaman, and the Office of the Supreme Court 
Commissioners, New Delhi.  
 
On 9 December itself, the Office of Supreme Court Commissioners informed the MCDF that they have for-
warded MCDF's petition to the Director, Social Welfare Department, Mizoram govt seeking an explanation 
as to why old age pension has not been paid for the last nine months. This put pressure upon the Mizoram 
government. On 20 December 2011, the office of the Social Welfare Department at Aizawl confirmed to 
MCDF over the phone that the department has started paying the old age pension to all the beneficiaries.  
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