
1. Introduction 

The Mizoram Chakma Development Forum (MCDF) was formed in New Delhi, India on 11 October 2009 to 
undertake developmental and welfare activities in the Chakma inhabited areas in Mizoram, India. It is the   
outcome of sustained efforts by Chakma students and professionals hailing from Mizoram, living in different 
parts of India. The broad aims and objectives of MCDF are as given below: 

 a. To campaign for and protect the human rights and fundamental freedoms of the  Chakmas of 
 Mizoram as enshrined under the national and international laws, 

 b. To undertake developmental and welfare activities in the rural areas, 

 c. To monitor implementation of various developmental and welfare schemes of the Central govern
 ment and state government of Mizoram in the Chakma areas, 

 d. To create awareness about the Chakmas’ problems, mobilize public opinion and support with a view 
 to solve those problems, and 

 e. To engage in constructive dialogue with the state government of Mizoram, the Central government 
 and civil society to realize the objectives.  

 
Now, MCDF is about three months old. Although the core team of the MCDF are either students studying in 
different educational institutions across India or professionals engaged in their respective jobs in different sec-
tors it has achieved satisfactory results in the first three months of its birth. This shows the zeal, determination 
and commitment of the members of MCDF. 
 
The MCDF is happy to present the report of its activities in 2009 (11 October - 31 December 2009).  
 

2. Activities undertaken by MCDF in 2009 
 
I. Education tour to Indian Parliament  
 
Immediately after two days of its founding, the MCDF organized an    
educational tour to the Indian Parliament on 13 October 2009. A group of 
11 Chakmas, including students and their parents participated in this   
educational tour and visited the Indian Parliament House in New 
Delhi. The group visited the Lok Sabha, the Rajya Sabha and the Central 
Hall etc inside the Parliament. The aim of the visit was to understand   
India’s Parliament—the institution that runs the country, and its heritage.  
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II. Memorandum submitted to Chairperson, Mizoram Education Reforms Commission 
 
On 31 October 2009, a delegation of MCDF met the Chairperson of Mizoram Education Reforms Commis-
sion, Prof. AK Sharma in Noida, Uttar Pradesh and submitted a Memorandum requesting for urgent interven-
tion into the lack of access to education for the Chakma tribals and the urgent need for undertaking educational 
reforms by the government of Mizoram. Prof. Sharma assured the MCDF delegation that the Commission 
would look into the educational problems of the Chakmas in Mizoram. 
 
The Commission headed by Prof AK Sharma was set up by the state government of Mizoram in May 2009 
with an aim to provide universal education and improve the quality of education from primary to university 
level in Mizoram. It is needless to say that this commission assumes significance as the Chakmas are officially 
the most illiterate community and do not have access to basic education as well as higher education.  
 
Till date the MCDF remains the only organization to have submitted any petition to the Mizoram Education 
Reforms Commission seeking to improve the educational condition in the Chakma inhabited areas.  
 
 
III. Publication of first ever Newsletter 
 
On 25 November 2009, the MCDF created history by becoming the first Chakma NGO from Mizoram to have 
actually published any Newsletter. The MCDF’s monthly Newsletter “The Chakma Voice” 1st Issue is avail-
able both in print and online. 
 
The 1st issue is available at : http://mcdf.files.wordpress.com/2009/12/the_chakma_voice-1st-issue.pdf 
 
The Monthly Chakma Voice highlights the different problems as well as the hopes, aspirations and achieve-
ments of the Chakmas for the global audience. The main aim is to create awareness about the Chakmas’    
problems in Mizoram state of India and to try to find a solution to these problems.  
 
 
IV. Survey on educational conditions of Chakmas in Mizoram 
 
The MCDF further conducted a survey on the educational institutions available in each and every Chakma in-
habited village in Mizoram, and submitted the same to Mizoram Education Reforms Commission as follow up 
of our earlier Memorandum submitted on 31 October 2009.  
 
As per independent survey of MCDF it has been revealed, for the first time, that there are 86 government Pri-
mary Schools, 33 government Middle Schools, 5 government High Schools, 1 (one) government Higher Sec-
ondary School and 1 (one) College in the 111 Chakma inhabited villages in Mizoram state of India. (Here 
“government” educational institutes also include “government aided” ones). These are in addition to the pri-
mary schools running under the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), or Education for All programme. 
 
As per the survey, as many as 75 Chakma inhabited villages do not have educational facilities beyond Primary 
School level. This means that children in 75 Chakma villages do not have access to Middle School (upper pri-
mary level) education. 
 
The survey is available at: http://mcdf.files.wordpress.com/2009/12/educational-institutions-in-chakma-
villages-in-mizoram.pdf 
 
 



V. Delhi Chakma community celebrates New Year 
 
The Chakma community in Delhi bade goodbye to 2009 in 
a celebration party organized by Mizoram Chakma Development 
Forum. It is important to note that the programme was organized 
with the participation fees from each participant and it saw partici-
pation of 39 Chakmas, including women, men, girls and boys. 
 

They played music, cooked food, ate, drank, 
chatted, and danced to the popular Chakma 
songs. There were several other new year 
celebrations around, but only ours had the 
Chakma flavours.  

Students from Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh 
and Tripura spoke on the occasion.  
 
As the speakers repeatedly emphasised, this was 
the first ever New Year celebration in Delhi that saw the participation of so many Chakma youths. Every body called 
for such other gatherings in future.  
 
 
 
VI. MCDF publishes second issue of “The Chakma Voice” 
 
On 31st December 2009, MCDF released “The Chakma Voice” Vol I, Issue No. 2.  
 
This issue has highlighted the lack of development in the Chakma inhabited areas along the India-Bangladesh 
international borders despite the fact that the Government of India has pumped in millions of rupees since 
1993 under Border Area Development Programme (BADP). The lack of development and the pitiful condi-
tions of the border people are prime facie evidence that the BADP funds are not reaching the targeted popula-
tion and hence the funds could have been “misused” as indicated by none other than Mizoram’s then Chief 
Secretary Vanhela Pachuau on 26 May 2009. 
 
Vol I, Issue No. 2 is available at http://mcdf.files.wordpress.com/2009/12/the-chakma-voice-21.pdf 
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