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The President of MCDF is happy to present this Activities Report for January –April 2010. Since the formation of 

MCDF on 11 October 2010, this organization has been actively involved in different useful activities. During October to 

December 2009, MCDF undertook the following activities: education tour to Indian Parliament, Audience with Chair-

person of Mizoram Education Reforms Commission and submission of a Memorandum, and publication of two issues 

of The Chakma Voice newsletter. For details kindly refer to http://mcdf.wordpress.com/activities/ 

The MCDF’s activities during January to April 2010 are as follows: 

 

1. Publication of The Chakma Voice, Third Issue 

 

MCDF published The Chakma Voice, Vol. II, Issue No. 1 on time. This was the third issue in a row. The Chakma Voice 

has been able to substantially contribute to the public thought and discussion. This remains the only printed magazine 

(English) dealing exclusively on the  Chakmas issues in Mizoram.  It is also available online. 

 

2. Unique initiative: “MCDF Pogodang” 

 

In spite of lack of funds, MCDF has expanded its activities and services. An unique initiative called “MCDF Pogo-

dang” (popularly known as MCDF News Updates) has been started. Through this initiative  MCDF regularly sends im-

portant news updates on education, admission into educational institutions, employment, politics, economics and vari-

ous schemes & policies of the Central and Mizoram governments through SMS to its subscribers, FREE of cost. It has 

also been found useful in times of medical emergency. MCDF has communicated with Chakmas in particular the 

youths to attend accident victims/ patients admitted in hospital and arrange blood etc. MCDF Pogodang reaches to the 

remotest corners of Mizoram wherever mobile network is available. Thanks to rural mobile revolution in India, the 

Chakma villagers are benefitted even through they do not have access to newspapers or televisions or internet. MCDF 

Pogodang has rightly seized the opportunity of mobile revolution for the benefit of the Chakmas. It has immediately 

become a hit among the people and emerged as a potential tool of dissemination of information and create public opin-

ion. Needless to say, MCDF Pogodang programme is probably the first of its kind in India and Mizoram. 

 

The way the number of subscriber is increasing every day, MCDF will need funds to continue this project in large scale.  

 

3. Helping students to know their results  

Through MCDF Pogodang, MCDF helped hundreds of students in the remote villages to instantly know their examina-

tion results. Through its “MCDF Pogodang” service MCDF instantly made available the results announced by various 

Boards like Mizoram Board of School Education (MBSE), Meghalaya Board of School Education, Mizoram University 

and Navodayala Vidyalaya etc. Students were asked to send in their 

names and roll number and the MCDF volunteers provided their 

results. As a result, students from remote areas were able to get their 

results including subject wise marks through MCDF.  

 

4. Social work 

MCDF conducted three social work programmes in cooperation with  

Arunachal Pradesh Chakma Students Union and Chakma Buddhist 

Society, Delhi at Ashok Buddha Vihar, Rajghat, New Delhi. The three 

social work programmes were held on 28 March 2010 (Sunday), 4 

April 2010 (Sunday) and 11 April 2010 (Sunday). Each time, between 

50-70 youths participated.                             (Continued at page 9) 
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5. “Bizu 2010” organized for the first time in Delhi  

MCDF in cooperation with other Chakma social organizations organized “Bizu 2010” at Ashok Buddha Vihar, Rajghat, 

New Delhi on the occasion of Phul Bizu on 13 April 2010. About 400 Chakmas participated in this “first-of-its-kind” 

affair. Read the report at Page 8. 

6. Interventions by MCDF to provide relief to the cyclone victims 

In the month of March and April 2010, a strong cyclone hit Mizoram and badly affected several villages inhabited by 

poverty-stricken Chakmas.  Responding to its obligations towards the victims, MCDF submitted two petitions to Mr 

Nihar Kanti Chakma, Hon’ble Minister of State, Disaster Management & Rehabilitation,  Government of Mizoram re-

questing for his personal intervention to take measures to provide immediate relief and compensation to the victims.    

On 30 May 2010 the cyclone struck Silsury and Hnahva villages, leaving trail of destruction. After collecting factual 

information on 7 April 2010 MCDF sent an urgent petition by fax to Minister of Disaster Management & Rehabilita-

tion. MCDF also followed up with the Minister through telephonic conversations, and the Minister assured the MCDF 

to closely look into the matter. 

Again on 27 April 2010, MCDF sent a fax to Nihar Kanti Chakma, Hon’ble Minister of State, Disaster Management & 

Rehabilitation with regard to the destruction of private and public properties by the cyclone in Digilibagh, Suguroba-

sora and Ugudosury villages under Digilibagh Village Council in Lunglei district. During telephonic conversion with 

MCDF President, Minister NK Chakma assured that he would visit the affected areas in Lunglei district to take stock of 

the damages.  He did start visiting the affected areas under Lunglei district from April 30 onwards. 

Awareness through Media: 

As the cyclone also affected the mobile/telephone towers, information was hard to obtain from the Chakma areas. The 

media no doubt reported about the damaged suffered by the people of Mizoram but did not report anything about the 

condition of the Chakmas. MCDF played a crucial role to create awareness about the Chakma cyclone victims.  

The Chakma Voice editor filed two stories in the popular news website, www.merinews.com. The articles are:  

“Mizoram villages devastated by cyclone”, Merinews.com, 7 April 2010, available at http://www.merinews.com/
article/mizoram-villages-devastated-by-cyclone/15803372.shtml 

“Cyclone hits Mizoram, 1 killed, hundreds left homeless”, Merinews.com, 26 April 2010, available at http://

www.merinews.com/article/cyclone-hits-mizoram-1-killed-hundreds-left-homeless/15805214.shtml  

MCDF’s press release was also covered by The Shillong Times, one of the leading dailies in the North East: “Chakma 
body seeks relief for storm-hit in Mizoram”, The Shillong Times, 8 April 2010 

“The Chakma Voice” in National Law School  
Copies of The Chakma Voice are available in the library of Hidayatullah National Law University, Raipur,  
Chhattisgarh. The Hidayatullah National Law University (http://www.hnlu.ac.in) is one of the top law uni-
versities in India. MCDF hopes that the budding lawyers from HNLU will understand better the problems of 
the Chakmas from the newsletter.  




