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But before that, the problems need to be identified first. 
When a patient suffers from any disease the doctor 
needs to first identify/ diagnose the disease and then 
only it can be cured. 
  
Some of the problems that plague the Chakmas are: lack 
of schools, lack of teachers, lack of quality education, 
lack of higher educational institutions, deep poverty, 
lack of coordination between the Chakma NGOs and the 
state government, the insensitivity of the state govern-
ment, among others.  
 

The state government and the 
education officials in particular 
are mistaken when they think 
that there is lack of enthusiasm 
among the Chakmas towards 
education. It is never a fact  that 
the Chakma parents do not want 
their children to be educated. 
The fact is the Chakmas cry for 
access to higher education and 
better educational facilities in 
their villages and outside. 
 
The primary problem is non-
inclusion of Chakmas in the 
state’s policies.  
 
 
Need to sign MoU with YCA: 

According to the government of Mizoram’s own admis-
sion, over 15,000 children mainly belonging to Chakma 
and Bru minorities do not go to schools. This failure of 
the State to provide schooling constitutes a violation of 
the right to education. The state government must try to 
find out why, and give the answers. 
 
As with the case of Mizo NGOs, the state government of 
Mizoram must sign an MoU with the influential Young 
Chakma Association or YCA (the Chakmas’ equivalent of 
Young Mizo Association) to spread educational aware-
ness in Chakma inhabited areas. 
 
Given its hold among the Chakmas, the YCA’s official 
involvement can result in the effective implementation 
of the educational schemes in Chakma areas and bolster 
the faith of the Chakmas on Mizoram government.  

MCDF is happy to learn that the state government of Mizro-
ram signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with 
the Salvation Army (a Christian religious body) on 4 Janu-
ary 2010 in Aizawl to implement the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 
(SSA) education programme in the remotest parts of the 
state.  
 
Certainly the social and religious organizations are crucial 
in the fight to eradicate social evils including illiteracy. It is 
good that the Mizoram government is doing just that. The 
state government had signed MoUs on education with 
NGOs like Young Mizo Association, Mizoram Hmeichhe 
Insuihkhawm Pawl (apex body 
of Mizo women) and with the 
largest church body in 
Mizoram, Presbyterian Church 
and Baptist Church in 2007. 
 
At the same time the state gov-
ernment must also work with all 
sections to spread education. 
On 4 January 2010, on the oc-
casion of signing MoU with the 
Salvation Army in Aizawl, K 
Riachho, Education Secretary, 
government of Mizoram ex-
pressed readiness of the 
Mizoram government to work 
with anybody who is interested 
in improving education. 
 
Need to target the Chakma minorities: 
In terms of education, the Brus and the Chakmas are the 
most backward communities in Mizoram. The Census of 
India 2001, found the  Chakma community to be the “most 
illiterate” community in the state. Mizoram has the second 
highest literacy rate (88.8%) in India. But compared to   
Mizos’s 95.6%, the literacy rate of the Chakmas is only 
45.3%. Only 33.6% Chakma women are literate. This is 
shameful not only for the Chakma community but also for 
the Mizoram state and its people. The state has a constitu-
tional obligation to provide basic education to each and 
every child. Most importantly, the minorities must be pri-
mary targets of developmental schemes including schools. 
 
“Why are the Chakmas lagging so behind in education?” 
should be the primary question the decision makers,       
bureaucrats, educationalists and social as well as political  
leaders should be asking now. The solutions must be found. 

Mizoram Govt. should sign Education MoU with YCA 

It is never a fact  that the Chakma 
parents do not want their children to 
be educated. The fact is the      
Chakma villagers cry for access to 
education and better educational   
facilities in their villages and outside. 
The state of Mizoram must sign a 
MoU with the Chakma civil society, in 
particular Young Chakma Association 
to spread educational awareness in 
Chakma inhabited areas. 




