
The task of making the RTE Act 2009 work in Mizoram 
 

By—MCDF Research Group 

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009 (in short, RTE Act) came into force from 1st April 

2010 making education for all children of 6-14 years “free and compulsory”. The RTE Act 2009 was enacted to give 

effect to the 86th Constitutional Amendment Act (2002) that made education a “Fundamental Right”. 

Across India, there are nearly 92 lakhs children out of school. In Mizoram, a conservative estimate of the state educa-

tion officials stated that there are over 15,000 children who do not attend school and more importantly, majority of 

these are minority Chakma and Bru children. This apart, the RTE Act 2009 is significant as it not only makes educa-

tion a Fundamental Right but also guarantees quality education which is critically lacking in Mizoram. 

I. The problems in Mizoram 

In terms of literacy, Mizoram is second highest (88.8%), only next to Kerala. But Mizoram has its unique problems 

with the minority communities so much so that it can be safely stated that it is because of the high incidence of illiter-

acy among the minority communities that Mizoram cannot achieve the No. 1 rank. 

Just take the case of the Chakmas. With over 8% of the total population of Mizoram the Chakmas are the largest       

minority gropu. But only 45.3% Chakmas are literate, as per 2001 census figures which also confirmed that Chakmas 

are the “most illiterate” community in the state. This is against Mizos’ staggering 95.6% literacy rate. Although the lit-

eracy rate of the Brus (also known as Reangs) is not known, it is popularly believed that the Brus are far behind to 

Chakmas in terms of development and education. This itself should be enough to indict the state government of 

Mizoram for not taking enough care of its minorities. 

Now, consider the repatriation, in near future, of over 35,000 Mizoram Brus from the Tripura relief camps who have 

been denied development and education for over a decade. For the last 13 years, the Bru children in the Tripura relief 

camps have been deprived of education. Hence, an army of illiter-

ate minorities will be a bigger challenge which the Mizoram gov-

ernment must be prepared to meet in near future. The signifi-

cance of the RTE Act 2009 cannot be stressed more. 

The Mizoram government must shift its focus on the minorities. 

So far, the education officials are happy to blame the “nomadic 

nature” of the minorities for the inability to reach to them and 

educate them. But in the age of Right to Education Act 2009 and 

the Right to Information Act 2005 these strategies won’t work 

anymore. In September 2009, the Mizoram government admitted 

that there were over 15,000 children out of schools in the state 

and majority of these children belong to Chakma and Bru minor-

ity communities (The Hindu, 29 September 2009). The United 

Nations Special Rapporteur on the Right to Education has opined 

that “The lack of access to primary school may conform to the 

internationally prohibited grounds of discrimination when the 

excluded children share the same feature, be it sex, or language, 

or religion” (E/CN.4/1999/49). Therefore, according to United 

Nations’ established norms, the fact that the vast majority of the 

“excluded children share the same feature” (i.e. ethnic Chakma 

and Bru) this is clearly a case of “discrimination”. 
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A Chakma boy shouldering his sibling: A burden 
too heavy? Hello parents, he needs to go to school 



II. The status of schools in Chakma areas: 

Another glaring example of denial of education is through lack of access of schools, as emerged from a recent survey in 

Chakma inhabited areas. According to an independent survey conducted by Mizoram Chakma Development Forum in 

2009, out of total 111 Chakma villages in three districts of Lawngtlai, Lunglei and Mamit, only 31 villages have Middle 

Schools, and 5 villages have High Schools. That is, 80 villages (72%) do not have Middle Schools and 106 villages (over 

96%) do not have High Schools.  

The Chakma villagers have been demanding Middle Schools and High Schools in their villages but their demands have 

gone unheeded for years. The failure of the state government to set up Middle and High Schools tantamount to denial 

of education to the Chakma children. The absence of Middle School in 80 villages is responsible for high rate of drop-

out at primary level and absence of High Schools in 106 out of 111 Chakma inhabited villages has led to high rate of 

dropout at Middle School level in the Chakma areas. A “neighbourhood Middle school” in hilly areas like Mizoram can 

be as far as 15 kilometres or more. The villages are separated by hilly terrains without road connectivity. Hence, basic 

secondary education is out of reach for thousands of Chakma children while higher education is beyond their dreams. 

III. The way forward: 

a. Proper implementation of the RTE Act, 2009 

On 1st April 2010 while launching the RTE Act, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh stated, “To realise the Right to Edu-

cation the government at the Centre, in the states and Union Territories, and at the district and village level must 

work together as part of a common national endeavour. I call upon all the state governments to join in this national 

effort with full resolve and determination. Our government, in partnership with the state governments, will ensure 

that financial constraints do not hamper the implementation of the Right to Education Act.” (The Indian Express,       

2 April 2010)  

The Mizoram government must make every possible sincere effort to implement the RTE Act, 2009 in letter and spirit. 

In particular, the state government must concentrate on the minority concentrated areas given their acute underdevel-

opment and lack of access to education. In this connection, the state government must be reminded that under the 

RTE Rules, it is duty bound to establish primary schools (Class I-V) “within a walking distance of one km of the 

neighbourhood” and schools from Class VI-VIII “within a walking distance of 3 km of the neighbourhood” (Rule 6 of 

RTE Rules 2010). 

b. Need to engage the civil society of the minorities 

The officials openly accuse the minorities (in particular the Chakmas and Brus) of having “nomadic” way of life and say 

that due to their shifting habit the state government cannot educate them. If that is the case, the state government 

should have involved the civil society organizations of the minorities to implement the governmental policies and    

programmes, including Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA). The state government of Mizoram has signed education Memo-

randum of Understandings (MoUs) with a number of Mizo NGOs namely, Young Mizo Association, Mizoram 

Hmeichhe Insuihkhawm Pawl (apex body of Mizo women), Presbyterian Church, Baptist Church and Salvation Army. 

The Chakmas being the most illiterate community, the state government should shift its priority to educating the mi-

norities.  

As this publication goes to print, on 15 October 2010 the Mizoram Chakma Students Union (MCSU) Lunglei Zone 

started its Education Awareness Campaign sponsored by the SSA Mizoram. The MCSU members will go from village to 

village in remote areas to conduct education awareness camps. The Mizoram government and SSA authorities must 

take this line to educate the Chakmas. 

Lastly, local authorities (Village Councils), teachers, parents and guardians have a critical role to play in educating the 

people. And, they should take their role seriously.  
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